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Using sinking rope in Scottish pot fisheries will reduce whale entanglements.

As Dan Jarvis says in his article, large whale
entanglements are & serious concern,

both to the whale itself, and to those

trying to disentangle it In the UK, large
whale entanglements mostly occur in the
static fishing gear used to fish for crab,
lobster and langoustine. Only a very small
proportion of entangled whales can be
successfully disemangled. It's always better
1o try to prevent these entanglements from
happening in the first place.

The Scottish Entanglement Allisnce (SEA), a
colaborative pannership of fishing industry,

S ce and NGO groups, wes setup to
understand more about marineg animal
entanglements in fishing f in Scotiand,
and work with fehermen 1o find solutions.

1 views with creel fishemen (in Scotland
the pats fishing for crab, langoustine and
jobster are known as creeis) showed that the
majority of whaile entangiements (and aiso
basking sharks)
creed pots together on the seabed (known

ch links

Couwt in the rope wh

as the groundiine or backrope). This rope is
usualy buoyant polypropylene, whach floats
in loops between each pot, often several

metres high, which can entangle whales
by their mouths, tass or flippers. Fishermen
suggested that foating rope could be
réplaced with sinking rope, which is slightly
wesghted and lies on the seabed

A sl from Remotely Operated Vehick (ROV)

footage showing a creal on the seabod with

flcating groundiine rsing into the water cakumn

to foom an arch. Photo by Bally Phip
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Kyloakin creel Ssherman Martin and DL MacKinnon
have boan trialing sinking rope in thair crad and
prawn creels and faund it asy 10 work with.

Photo by Susannah Caldaran

SEA's work is based on fishermen taking the
initative 1o address issues in their industry,
increasing the chances that any changes will
be practical and more likely to be supported
Funded by the Scottish Government, we
began trals of sinking rope with fishermen
on Scotland's west coast in 2022, 10 find
out if there might be any issues with s

use. We have since rolled out thes trial all
around Scotland’s coast, discuss G with
fishermen what thewr advice and concermns
are, how any widescale implementation

of sinking rope might work, and asking
them 10 trial sinking rope for themseives. In

inshore creel fist 5 any 'cae-size-fits-all’
approach to img

be impossible. In some areas i may be quite

2nting sinking rope will

straightforward, whereas in others 4 might be
move problematic. Equally, not all areas have
an equal risk of entangiement. Many of the
fishermen we are working with were initiaily

unsure about whether sinking groundline

was practical, the main concems being
whether it would be more ligble 1o snag of
abrade, especially on hard, boudery ground,
or pick up sediment on soft ground

But the major advantage of sinking rope,
compared 10 many other ways of reducing
enmanglement in fishing gear, is that it deesn’t
-C.h[:""._)‘;‘ e way that fEhemenfish-its
simply rope that i slightly heawier. And our
triafs so far with over 60 fishermen around
Scotland — from Shetland 1o the Clyde — have

suggested that in most ¢

practical to fish with. In some cases, fishermen
actually prefer it 1o floating rope. The main
Bsue is that it s more expensive. SEA s
optios

which could see sinking rope subsidised

now working on implementaty

or incentvised to make it more affordable.
enabing fisharmen 1o make the change
without it impeacting on them financiaily.
Bycaich and enmangiement of marine
mammals in fishing gear have always
presented complex conservation and
management issues. But no creel fishermen
wans 10 entangle @ whale or basking shark,
S proving 10 be a successful way of finding
win-win solutions for whates and fishermen
fis implcations are key 10 supponing

the government commitments 1o reduce
incidental bycatch in fisheries

A stil from ROV footage showing a creel on the
seabed with sinking groundineg lying next to it
Photo by Saily Philp
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